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HOW THE VANCOUVER ISLAND CITY KEPT ITS COOLWHILE EMBRACING I’

IF YOU GO

Getting there

BC Ferries sall hourly most days
from Tsawwassen to Swartz Bay
while major alrfines serve Victoria
International Alrport in Sidney_ If
you want to arrive right in or near
the Inner Harbour, howevec optfor
Harbour Alr's floatplanes (harbo-
urair.com), the Heli Jet (helij Leom)
the Clipper If you're coming from
Seattie iclippervacations com) or

Ty JOANNESASVARI Right away w
IT'S APLACE WHERE O i
Getting there, they say, is half thefun. But wo arriages line
it's rarely true Thesedays, gettingthere is KSTORES ARE :hesavgnehm
aimost shays a miserabiejourney intoun-fun.  COOL AND SO ARE baiadad bries
Unless, that is, you're travelling to Victoria Coc for pictures i
where the journey has become just oneof the mAFT KTA"' Bulldings. By
things that makes visting BCs captal ity BARS, CYCLING AND acnaiauitl
- PADDLING THE INNER gone from the
It is a beautiful morning, sunny and warm. HARBOUR m:m'::
As we stroll aboard the new V2V ferry in
downtown Vancouver, smilllng staf fwhisk our Victoria, yous
bags awayso webarelyhave to ifta finger  Ajeady It's been a great trip and we're only
before setting into seats that are actually  halfway across the Salish Sea. It still retains
comfortable For one thing they have tables, grand Edwar
5o when the servers bring us our food and  Once we get to Victoria, things get even gy aint Victor
drinks, we don't have tobalance themon our  better. Like the Clipper from Seattie and  rambling gar |
laps Did | mention: Servers bringour foodte  Harbour NirsfloatplanesfromVancouvecthe polished shes

5. Wedon havetorace, Hunger Games-style,
to join a lineup for cafeteria fare.
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V2V lands right in Victoria’s Inner Harbour.
We simply grabour bags andamble over to
our hotel
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TOP: Kayakars paddle in tha lnar Harbaur past he B.C. Pardianent Buidings. ABOVE The refurbish

are codl, and so are craft cocktaill bars where
thearts can stilldraw a crowd, where kayakers
paddie inthe Inner Harbour and cyclists join
the Pedaler’s craft beer tours.

And yet it could all have gone in avery differ-
ent direction.

In the 1850s and "60s, prospec tors stopped
here to load up on permits and supplies for the
Cariboo gold rish. Inthe process, they turned
Victoria simostovernight from asieepyvillage
intoathriving commercial boomtown. What's
now known as Old Town, the neighbourhood
around Market Square, teemed with hotels.
saloons and brothels. At one point, 10,000
people lived crammed just in the few blocks
of Canada’s oldest Chinat own, which was also
home to oplum factories and fan tan pariours.

By the 1960s and "70s, though, Old Town
J had become rundown and derelict. The dity
discussed tearing itdown, but decided instead
H torevitalize How fortunate thatthey did.

Stayingthere:

For grand historic uxury: The Fair-
mont Empress Hotel fairmont comy
empressyicton iy

For opulent boutigue charm: Mag-

wherewe go, we find exciting new eateries
andwine bars, cocktaillounges and pubs.

And then there’s the recent renovation of the
Fairmont Empress. The grande dame has had
amassive $60-million makeover. Gone are
the twee rose-patterned carpets and all the
trapped-in-the-"80s pink and green_Instead it
glimmers with cool siverand regal purple The
tea lobbystillserves an afternoon cuppa with
finger sandwiches and scones, but the room
s newly glamorous and elegant. The new Q
Bar not only features grand Warhol-esque
portraits of Queen Victoria, but views of all
the action inthe InnerHarbour.

Perhaps most remarkably, modernizing the
hotel has somehow managed to reveal the
beautiful heritage features that were lost
before inall the chintz and dark oak_ It could
be a metaphor fort his whole city: The young-
er and morevibrant it becomes, the more
gracefully it ssemstoage

It's som ething to ponder as we sip award-win-
ning Sea Star resé on our return tripvia V2V
{And yes, the ferry serves local wine and craft
beer) Aging well is something Victoria has
mastered |fonly weallcoulddothesame o

TOP LEFT: Pulling a pint st Spinnakers Gastro Brow Pub.

TOP RIGHT: A dragon geards the
ABOVE The aw V2V laryat the
Harbour.

asway 1o Chinatown

Chinatown has had arebir
dos and chic boutiques Il k]
EvenFan Tan Alley, the
Canada, once riddied wit|
now filled with independent boutiques. Near-
by onLower Johnson Street, nicknamed Lalo,
gaily painted storefront s that once sold plck-
axes and work boots now displayhander afted
soap, home décor and designer clothing.
Market Square, once sodark and foreboding,
has had a facelift, too, and is open for business.
Still, as we pass through pedestrian-friend
alleys, we catch mysterious glimpses of the
past: here a metal rim designed to protect a
sidevalk from carriage wheels; there, aroad
surface made of wood blocks, unchanged in
100 years.

Meanwhile, up on busy Douglas Street, the
Belle Epoque beauty that once housed the
Hudsor's Bay depart ment store has become
stylish condos and 3 public market. Every-

noll aHotel magnoliahotel com

For value and vividly hued fure Hotsl
Zed Hotelrad com

few places to try include: Agrius
(agriusrestaurant com), Spinnaker's
Gastro Brewpub {spinnakers com),
Zambri's (zambrisca), 10 Acres
Kitchen (10acreskitchen.ca) Stage
Wine Bar (stagewinebar.com),
Venet o (venetodining c om) and the
new Fox Whisky Tango cocktall
lounge inthe DoubleTree by Hilton
FTWhar.com)

For more information:

To plan your trip, visit
vic torlatourism.com



