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The Vancouver charity
Cause We Care supports
single mothers with

food security, financial
independence, and more.
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ALMOST 20 YEARS AGO, ANDREA THOMAS
Hill was sitting around the kitchen table at her
West Side home with a group of friends. These
were all women, she says, who recognized how
difficult motherhood would be without the
resources, partners, and family support they
were all lucky enough to have. They had come
together to discuss how they could meaningfully
give back, and from that discussion, Cause We
Care was born.
Almost two decades later, what started off as
asmall holiday hamper drive has grown into a
foundation that has distributed more than 11,000
community care packages directly to single
moms and their kids and more than $5 million in
donations to front-line community programs that
support single mothers. Its annual holiday drive
sees 1,200 care packages distributed in Herschel
backpacks, full of items such as mittens, a $100
Save-On-Foods gift card, necessities, and treats
to about 40 organizations in Greater Vancouver.
In the boardroom at Aritzia headquarters in
Railtown, Hill (who is married to the fashion
retailer’s founder, Brian Hill) reflects on a legacy
of supporting single mothers in the city, and on
how far both she and her foundation have come.
Her own children are now adults. And her charity
has blossomed into a force that aims to give away

a million dollars this year alone.
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Of the foundation’s many corporate sponsors,
Aritzia has been consistently supportive since
the charity was officially registered in 2010,
providing financial and product donations. Other
sponsors, including Herschel Supply Co. and The
Cross, have also provided significant support.

Today, Cause We Care raises money and
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Andrea Thomas Hill and beneficiary Moyosola at a Cause We Care Mother's
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Previous page: YWCA Cause We Care House.

friends’ mothers were getting diagnosed with
breast cancer, and no one was talking about it and
it was this big secret.”

Cause We Care has gained momentum over
the years as it has worked to address worsening
economic, systemic, and sociocultural pressures
that affect single mothers. When, for example,
Hill noticed a growing subsection of women
who had addressed their trauma but needed
help accessing higher education to become
economically independent, she launched the
Single Mothers Support Fund in 2019. Now,
Universities Canada helps vet and accept

applications to support women seeking help with
child care, groceries, computers, or tutoring,

When the new fund launched, there were 20

to 30 applications per year. That number has
grown to hundreds. The applicants, who receive
up to $10,000, often attend community college
oruniversity, studying accounting, nursing,
education, or computer science. “The women
have really inspiring career and education

goals and yet in many cases the most traumatic
backgrounds,” Hill says, “The resilience and
strength of these women are remarkable. And for
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many of them, they always say, I want to make a
better life for my kids. Often, Cause We Care is
the make or break in terms of helping them fulfill

their career aspirations.”
It certainly was for Vivian. The single mother

(who requested her last name be protected)
had taught and managed schools in Nigeria for
13 years before fleeing an abusive relationship
and landing in Vancouver with her two young
daughters in 2019. Vancouver Rape Relief
connected her with Cause We Care after she
expressed an interest in becoming financially
independent and going back to school.

Awarded a $10,000 grant, Vivian, who already
had an agricultural engineering degree and a
master’s in education from Nigeria, used those
funds to cover her expenses while studying in an
accelerated nursing program.,

She is now working full time and feeling
confident about her future: “Now 1 have a better
life, I'm financially independent and able to raise
my daughters and teach them to be strong and
self-reliant, It's been a difficult journey, but my
determination to succeed and the scholarship
has helped me, and others, stand on our own

¢ it has an impact.
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— Cori Howard
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