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VINEYARD-HOPPING ON THE
HALF CORKED MARATHON

This wine-themed BC run has nothing to do with achteving personal bests -
unless it's how many Pinots you can sample before noon, says Tamara Elliott

f you come in first, you've actually lost’ So goes the
joke at the start line of the Half Corked Marathon,
which is more about showcasing creative costumes and
the sun-soaked Okanagan vineyards than any racing
Every May, more than a dozen wineries in British Columbia's
Oliver Osoyoos Wine Country serve as co-hosts for the event,
in which participants run o course through the leafy vines and
stunning scenery of the Golden Mile and Black Sage Benches.
Hydration looks a little different here than at typical woter-
and-Gatorade stations; participants make a pit stop ot each
vineyard along the route, sipping on concoctions such as wine
cocktaills and ‘frosé’ slushies before jogging off to the next one
‘It's so much fun,’ laughs Jennifer Busmann, executive
director of Oliver Osoyoos Winery Association, who helped
launch the first race back in 2008. ‘It's just old-fashioned fun
all day' The BC race is inspired by the Marathon du Médoc in
Bordeaux, France, where participants don crazy outfits while
running through that region's vineyards. The Half Corked
Marathon has grown popular since its humble beginnings;
the first edition hosted just 75 runners, but today o ticket
lottery allocates between 1200 and 1600 entries. Each year
has a distinct theme (examples: Back to the Future or ‘That's
the "'gos’) and participants up the ante further by creating
outrageous costumes
When | did the race with a group of friends, entries included
a pair of wine barrels dubbed 'The Grape Gatsby' and, my
personal favorite, the ‘Malibooze Barbies, complete with
hot-pink Mattel-box costumes that didn't look easy to run in
For our part, we decided to channel our inner Jane Fonda or
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heod bonds, shorts, ond neon-hued sunglasses, our costumes
had the benefit of being octual workout ottire, and thas
suitoble for o holf-morothon. At least until the oerival of my
friend ond co-runner, Ryon, who showed up in o thrift-shop
wedding deess he'd somehow manoged 10 tug over his 6 sft/2m
(ond 300lb/136kg) frome Rocing with onother sim orly styled
friend, Jasmine, this poir of ‘runowoy brides’ mode for quite o
sight, with Ryon's long ved flowing behind him in the wind

To beot the heot of the orid Osoyoos desert, buses had
brought us to the start line bright and eary (we arrived 1o find
wine somples waiting, noturally). After o rem ader from on
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“The underwire in Ryan's dress started
poking through the fabric — he might
have found it painful were it not for the
numbing effects of alcohol”

As the mid-morning sun rose high in the sky, we ran between
wine stotions ot ¢ decent speed, choosing a slightly faster
poce so we could spend more time lingering ot each vineyoig)
chotting with winemokers and osking for seconds when o
porticularly fontastic vintoge wos poured. Given its nature,
it's hordly suiprising the race isn't timed, olthough porticipants
or€ given o cut-off of 3.5 hours to complete it. This makes the
Holf Corked accessible to those who aren't regular runners,
with plenty of opportunity to stop and cotch their breoth along
the woy

Eoch w: nery is free to serve whotever it pleases, so every
tosting is o surprise. Some stick to @ handful of varietals, "'"h"?
go all out, pSiring their wines with anything from @ Thal
b?rbecue 10 organic energy bars and even full-buffet lunches:
;Z:;hs;:ewss:i';ernscse Winery generously did during our 'u*n' l
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2 Crusade - complete with a giant 'tk that they rolled over

2 the entire course. With its unique blend of fun, sun, and

i unforgettable characters, the Half Corked Matathon has to be S
o one of the most memorable runs in North Ametico. TE

@ pours are only an ounce), most runners are in surprisingly s
good shope when they eventually cross the finish line — unless
you're wearing a wedding dress, thot is

With about 3 miles (skm) to go, the underwire in Ryon's dress
storted poking through the fabric and stroight into his skin, o
wardrobe malfunction he might have found painful were it not
for the numbing effects of alcohol. Bringing up the recr, the rest
of our group were there to cheer on both Ryan and Josmine as
they woltzed across the finish line. With the Malibooze Barbies

close behind them, we were primed and ready to pose for a
group photo

Seorting @ bib for the Holf Corked Marathon is to do s0

on one of the more unusual runs out there, but our fun didn't
end once the lost racer had crossed the finish line. Food trucks
and other wineries were there waiting for a post-race party,
including live entertainment and, of course, @ best-dressed

costume contest. Previous winners for best costume have
included a KISS tribute band in full make-up and anothet

crew dressed as characters from Indiana Jones and the Lost
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Start/Finish f Route dffers ecch yeor
Distance [ 1215 mées (ghm 24km)
Getting there [/ Tronsport s included both 1o the stort line
and from the finish; from/to Oliver, Osoyoos, ond Penticton
When to go /f The roce tokes ploce on the fel Soturday
of May, with specicl dinnecs the night before and post-ioce
What to wear [/ The cronest costume poss ble
Where to stay [/ Wotermark Beoch Resort in Osoyoas hos
condo-shyle suites ond beochfront townhomes fust steps
away from Osoyoos Loke :

Things to know Jf The ticket lottery for the H;; t Ci: 1::1
Morathon opens in m chw"‘k.)« .Qo:\g,: a’;c end ;" ';
include the Primavera Posty = 0 long-ichie "’-’"-‘f."‘- :'

music the night before the race = ond.c'l\ intimote r" )

course feast ol G WNN the 0ve0 DG GHEN S a Ay

a K nck marothon 4
Mord info /f olverasoycos.com i cockadmarathon B33
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